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1. D ZHRE
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

This would be a typical phrase sent by most western people at the end of the
old year, which includes the two most important seasonal events. Honestly, my
first Christmas in Japan was a big surprise, learning that so many people eat

KFC meals on their Christmas day! It felt strange, waiting in a looooong line

for my own chicken... But, after all, families getting together and sharing a

meal is what Christmas should be about - good family time that is, undoubtedly,
priceless. While in Europe we enjoy Christmas as our main family reunion each



year, Japanese people must wait for the New Year to celebrate. Starting a New
Year as family, and in good spirit, is the most important matter in Japan...

So, while families all over the World already have their special time, how
about scientists? Do they have their Christmas and New Year? | think so!

At least in Japan, most of us feel great tension and hope for adoption of
their research grant, having second "Christmas present" in March, and each
of our research years then starts again in April, with many new ideas and
determination for the best science, papers and fruitful collaborations.
Thus, with my best wishes for 2019, although slightly in advance, | also wish
you all a Merry Kakenhi and another excellent fiscal year in your research!

| believe, while science is a very serious job, it should stay exciting and
enjoyable that can free our minds for the most inspiring ideas and thoughts.

| truly wish that you will achieve all your personal and professional goals
in 2019!

Happy New Year!
HITELTEOHTE Y ZTINET!

Ivan Galis

PSSNet Coordinator

Institute of Plant Science and Resources
Okayama University
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Retrotransposon insertion and DNA methylation regulate aluminum tolerance in
European barley accessions.

Kashino-Fujii, M., Yokosho, K., Yamaji, N., Yamane, M., Saisho, D., Sato, K.,

Ma, J.F.

Plant Physiology 178: 716-727 (2018)
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Two genes encoding a bacterial-type ATP-binding cassette transporter are
implicated in aluminum tolerance in buckwheat.

Che, J., Yamaji, N., Yokosho, K., Shen, R.F., Ma, J.F.

Plant and Cell Physiology 59: 2502-2511 (2018)
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Disruption of ureide degradation affects plant growth and development during

and after transition from vegetative to reproductive stages.

Takagi, H., Watanabe, S., Tanaka, S., Matsuura, T., Mori, |.C., Hirayama, T.,

Shimada, H., Sakamoto, A.

BMC Plant Biology 18: 287 (2018)
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ICTV Virus Taxonomy Profile: Quadriviridae.

Chiba, S., Caston, J.R., Ghabrial, S.A., Suzuki, N

Journal of General Virology 99: 1480-1481 (2018)
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OsYSL16 is required for preferential Cu distribution to floral organs in rice.
Zhang, C,, Lu, W.H., Yang, Y., Shen, Z.G., Ma, J.F., Zheng, L.Q.

Plant and Cell Physiology 59: 2039-2051 (2018)
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Capsid structure of dsRNA fungal viruses.

Luque, D., Mata, C.P., Suzuki, N., Ghabrial, S.A., Caston, J.R.
Viruses 10: E481 (2018)
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Salinity tolerance mechanisms in Glycophytes: An overview with the central
focus on rice plants.
Rice 5: 11 (2012)
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