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Dear PSSNet MAIL MAGAZINE readers,

We greatly appreciate your participation in PSSNet! This Network was
established some 8 years ago, and since its establishment, the
participating number grew to almost 800 members!

Once in a time, the organizing Committee and its leaders are changed.
As you can read now this English column, I was delegated to overlook
the PSSNet activities in 2017... My name is Ivan Galis, or GALIS-san
as I would be called in Japan. Actually, I prefer when people use my
first name Ivan, but hardly anyone, unfortunately, does.

Why do I say unfortunately? For us, foreigners, it actually feels

quite strange if people -- that we meet on a daily basis -- use our
surnames in conversation. Maybe I am particularly sensitive but I think
most foreigners would feel the same... It is like keeping a distance

that never goes away.

It is said that “old habits die hard” and this one is probably a
particularly difficult one for any Japanese speaker. But I sincerely
encourage you to try... I think most of “your foreigners” would

like it!

You know, sometimes foreign people say things straightforward...
sometimes too straight. And sometimes, they even do not mean it!
Everyone has probably heard of “ironic speech” but few Japanese
would really appreciate it (including my wife). So I often get in
trouble... and people thinking “Why did he say this...”? Well,

I used irony, which literally means exaggeration or even saying
opposite things. For example, I may say “This is a great idea”

but tone of my voice clearly indicates that, in my opinion, the idea
is not so good. Voice and intonation might be very important in foreign
languages!

But for sure, whenever I say “You are beautiful” to my wife, I
always mean it! No time for ironic speech there...!!!

To end my brief comment, I just wanted to say that we always eagerly
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wait for your suggestions and thoughts -- because YOU are the

“great force” behind this network. It is my wish to use this force

to make plants less stressed and people happier!

Did you know that May 18th is the “Fascination of Plants Day”
(http://www.plantday.org/)? Many activities are held worldwide to remind
us that life without plants would not be possible! They are indeed
fascinating creatures!

For all the new (and some old) PSSNet team members,

Ivan
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